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SSSidatP to Dossed au extra qualification because he would inspire confidence m
SStt up > a ISSTnumto of family quarrels in the Moslem community. The standard
of Moslem candidates was becoming better and better.
25th. January— Sir  Provash Mitter's Evicence
Sir Provaah Chandra Mifcter, Revenue Member, and Mr. A. Marr Finance Member
of the Bengal Government, were jointly examined at length before the Simon Conrer-
ence this morning on the financial position of Bengal, with particular reference to
the effect of the permanent settlement on the finance of the province*
A bewildering mass of figures was presented to the conference by bir John
Simon which evidently had been compiled for him by Mr. Leyton, the Financial
Assessor, who was sitting behind him and assisting him in asking questions. After a
great deal of juggling with the figures and the methods of calculation, Sir John
Simon succeeded in establishing the fact that the Bengal Government did not
lose more than the one crore of rupees annually by reason of a large part of the
province being under the permanent settlement.	m
Sir P. 0. Hitter went into the intricate details to explain the rights of resident
ryots or statutory ryots, and ryots who carne and settled in a village from
outside. The former had the right to till land which might be lying uncultivated
on payment of a certain fixed customary rent, whereas the latter would be allowed
to do so on terms offered by the landlord, which he could fix at his discretion. The
additional revenue, which might have been derived if the land had been temporarily
settled, was now dissipated among a large number of intermediate interests
between the landlord and the tiller.
Mr. Marr gave an example where as many as 114 interests intervened between
the landlord and the cultivator.
Sir John Simon : Cannot this margin be captured by some sort of cess ?
Sir P. C. Mitter : We can and we have captured this by the imposition of
cbaukidari and other local cesses te the extent of Rs. 154,00,000. A Bill for the im-
position of a further cess of one crore for primary education is even now before
the Bengal Legislative Council. This cess, ^however, does not benefit the provincial.
revenues. A portion of it may be available for the expenditure of local bodies,
but none of it is available for the purpose of the provincial Government.
Sir John Simon : But surely since this cess can place more funds at th<5
disposal of local bodies for expenditure on education, it should give some relief
to the provincial revenues by reducing their grants to local bodies for this purpose ?
Mr. Marr : People do not look upon this like that. If the Government is able
to devote more money to primary education that would encourage the people to
stand an extra cess but unless the Government's share of contribution is increased
in proportion to the public's share, they won't like the imposition of more cess.
Sir. P. C. Mitter : No Legislative Council would be prepared to vote it unless
Government provided its share.
Sir John Simon :   That is a constitutional maxim—grievances before supplies.
Sir P. C. Mitter :   They say that in other provinces a certain percentage   of   the
expenditure   is   provided   by   the   State   and a certain percentage provided by the
people and ask why they should be treated differently.
u Sir P. C. Mitter told Lord Burnham that a professional tax was impossed
in municipal areas and in areas where union boards liad been established, but then
most professional men lived in the cities and not in the. rural areas.
31st January — The Commission at Rangoon
The Simon Commission with the Central Committee left Calcutta on the 27th
January and arrived at Rangoon on the 29th. There was partial hartal in the city
and business was carried on as usual in all quarters with the exception of a few
Marwari shops which were closed. Posters with the words "Simon, go back" were
noticed pasted all over the city. There was no demonstration in the streets as the

